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arsenic which we do know carmot belong to the reality which is 
not knowable. And if they are not real to the general thinker, 
and to the prospective student of philosophy as well, it would 
appear that they are unreal. But, says Professor Lloyd, "noth- 
ing can be or ever has been unreal" (p. 254). Surely "reality" 
needs to be very carefully defined by Professor Lloyd, and in 
the absence of any such definition, the general reader is per- 
haps not unjustified in continuing to believe in the reality of 
the poisonous nature of arsenic, and in the unreality of the 
green-cheese composition of the moon. Professor Lloyd has 
failed to show that we can believe in the things which we 
doubt. 

A. R. AiNSWORTH. 

London. 

MoTHEE Eabth: a Proposal for Permanent Reconstruction of 
Our Country Life. By Montague Pordham, M. A.; with 
Preface by J. A. Hobson, M. A. London : The Chiswick Press. 

Back to the land is the cry of many an earnest reformer, 
but few are the attempts to solve the problem which are neither 
too timid or too rash. Mr. Fordham, however, with a thorough 
experience of country life and a varied business training, ad- 
vances a large, bold and comprehensive solution. He is, per- 
haps, like most reformers, especially those who have never had 
to work very hard for their living, too optimistic ; for he sup- 
poses that an unemployed man, e. g., a man who could do a 
little carpentering "had he access to a bit of land and a little 
capital could, without doubt, support himself and bring up 
happy children" (p. 28). One would think it was the easiest 
thing in the world to work a small piece of English land at a 
profit. The author also is too much given to abstractions, e. g., 
"Everyone has an inalienable right to a plot of land, to tools 
and all that is necessary to start him as a free worker on the 
land" (p. 29), but he is practical enough to recognize that "as 
the nation has allowed the land to pass into the hands of 
private owners and the law has for many generations confirmed 
their rights, all that can now be done is to resume the land as 
quickly as possible without injustice to interests so long recog- 
nized." 

The author regards smaU holdings as no solution of the diffi- 
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culties of the agricultural laborer (p. 93). He believes that all 
men have not the temperament necessary for proprietorship, 
and that some must remain laborers all their lives. He advo- 
cates therefore, strangely enough, a legal miaitnum wage, 
thereby encouraging the growth of this less desirable class. The 
best and most practicable suggestion is his scheme of a land 
club, which has already been carried into effect. We like also 
his suggestion for renewiag and iucreasing the number of 
country festivals unitiag man with nature. The volume is ex- 
ceedingly interesting to him or her who combines nature-study 
with a desire to solve some of our great economic problems. 

H. OsMAN Newland. 
London. 



